A Syncoeliid (Hemiuroidea Faust, 1929) Metacercaria on a Copepod from the Atlantic Equatorial Current
The complete life cycle for a species of Syncoeliidae Odhner, 1927, is unknown. Adults are known from the branchial cavity and mouth of marine fishes which are usually found off- (Bell, 1853) . The following report is the first of an external attachment for a larval member of the genus Syncoelium Looss, 1899, and the first of a documented association with a copepod.
On 23 February 1966 (2200 to 2400 hr) at 02°00' N, 46°58' W (near the mouth of the Amazon River), Dr. Harding B. Owre, of the University of Miami, aboard the R/V JOHN ELLIOTT PILLSBURY ( cruise supported by N8245 with biological support from N8254), collected from the surface water a specimen of the copepod Candacia pachydactyla (Dana, 1852) with a trematode firmly attached to the right thoracic spine. She took notes on a lengthy observation of the worm, during which it remained attached to the same site. The worm and host were relaxed in ethyl alcohol before fixing and later kindly donated to me. They were then stained in Van Cleave's hematoxylin. Excretory pore terminal; vesicle-proper 19 long, forming 2 branches; branches coursing sinuously through hindbody and peduncle, fUSing dorsal to posterior portion of oral sucker.
Remarks
The status of the six described species of Syncoelium is uncertain. Some of the species have been described from few or immature specimens, and much emphasis has been placed on the number of testes, which apparently is not consistent in all species.
The present specimen has 11 testes, the same as S. mgazzii (Setti, 1897) as described by Looss (1899, Zool. Jahrb. Abt. Syst. 12: 521-784), but differs from that species in having a stalked rather than a merely elevated acetabulum. Disregarding the number of testes, the metacercaria differs from S. spathulatum Coil and Kuntz, 1963 , by possessing what appears to be a copulatolY organ and from S. priacanthi
